Name: _______________________

Block #_____

Hatchet—Chapter 1
Vocabulary

Fill in the correct vocabulary word from the word bank to give the correct meaning to each sentence.  Try to use context clues, but if you need extra help, use a dictionary!


1.  The airplane was so noisy that the pilot’s voice was barely ___________________.

2. The canoe was fastened to the trailer by a ____________________ rope.

3. An aircraft is ___________________ to brave the roughest weather.

4. After an ___________________ burst of anger, Brian came to accept the fact.

5. The Cessna 406 ___________________ dangerously in the high winds.

6. Brian ______________________ too many berries.

7. The pilot felt his chest _____________________________ with a sharp pain.

8. The steering column became an ____________________ of his body.

9. The Secret made Brian’s life very ______________________.

10. The hard airplane seats were a source of extreme ____________________ to all the passengers.

Reading Notes

1.  Why was the conversation almost impossible during the plane trip?

2. Describe the pilot’s appearance and personality from what we know of him in the chapter.

3. In what town did the plane trip begin?

4. What was Brian’s father’s profession?

5. Why do you think Brian objected to his mother referring to his father as his “father”, rather than his “dad”?

6. What does Brian mean when by the word “hokey” when talking about his hatchet in his belt?

7. What crisis does Brian face at the very end of the chapter?

8. What details does the introduction (exposition) establish about the setting and the main character?
Literary Device: Personification There is an example of personification early in this chapter.  What object is personified? 

Chapter 1—Discussion
Compile a list of facts that you have learned about Brian so far.

What do you think Brian’s Secret may involve?  List possibilities.

What do you think the real reason was for Brian hating judges and lawyers so much?  What might have been the root of this hatred?

Ch. 1-- Extension Activity
Choose one of the  extension activities below and complete it separate from this handout.

Choice 1- Heart Attack

List at least six things which happened to the pilot during his heart attack.  Through investigating or interviewing someone in the medical field, find out what causes a heart attack and what happens to the human body when a heart attack occurs.  Include any first aid measures which can be taken to assist someone having a heart attack.  From your investigation, do you think the author’s description of the pilot’s heart attack is realistic?

Choice 2- Pilot Interview
Interview a person who has his/her pilot’s license and have the pilot briefly explain the important instruments used in flying a plane and the general procedure followed by the pilot when landing and taking off. Record your interview by one of the following methods: video; audio; or written.

Choice 3- Charting the Route
Although we aren’t told Brian’s exact destination, we do know the general area. Brian is going to visit his father who is working on the oil fields in the Canadian Arctic (“on the tree line where the tundra started and the forests ended”). From these two important clues, try to determine more specifically the destination of Brian’s flight (i.e. which province or territory, and what specific region of the province/territory?) Include a map showing Brian’s approximate destination. 

extension	initial		contract	discomfort		designed


consumed	slewed		stout		complicated		audible








